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( 521 ) 
I. Foam Potrrics. 


The Sanjivant of the 23rd May has = 1 cot : Rag 892 

we 1 India is always e or English con- 
e quests. In the Abyssinian and 8 wars, the 
Indian army won laurels for England, and India had to for them. Arabi 
Pasha was conquered by Indian soldiers, maintained. with Indian money. It 
ought to be a canse of gratification to us to be thus able to help England in her 
times of need, but we cannot bear that rich * should enjoy the music, 
while poor India is made to pay pod me vor England to profit at the cost 

of India is an act which must be absolutely unjustifiable, 5 5 
But even if we are prepared to pay for English conquests in Africa and 
other parts of the world, why should we have anything to do with an expedi- 
tion which has been undertaken mainly with the object of me apy | Italy’s 
restige in Africa and propping up her declining reputation as a European 
Power ? Indian troops are bemg despatched to Africa to join the Soudan 
expedition, and the British Ministry have omy declared that India will have 
to pay the regular and ordinary expenses of these troops. They would not 
have ventured to treat the Indian people thus, had they not been convinced that 
they had to deal with a people who were too helpless to successfully oppose 
this their wrong and unjust measure. There are British settlements in Africa; 
there is the Chartered Company conquering a large territory in that continent. 
They are far more interested in the Soudan expedition than India. Why are 
not they made to pay anything? Canada and Australia are great English 
colonies, why are they never made to pay for-English conquests? The British 
Ministry know = well that the Indian people are a set of weak and helpless 
cowards, who will never dare to oppose their most unjust measures. So let 
India conquer Africa for England. Let the English people enjoy the benefit of 


the conquest, and let the Indian people hew their wood and draw their water’ 


in Africa as they doin India, It has been already proposed to bring Africa 


within the jurisdiction of India. This means that India will have to pay, not 


only for the conquest of African territories, but also for their pacification after 
conquest, and for the firm establishment of British influence there. And then 
when the country is opened up to British trade and commerce, let India retire 
from the field. Let India sow, but let England reap. Who is there to put an 
end to this selfishness, this injustice and this oppression ? 
2. The announcement 2 India will ave to pay the regular and 
ordinary expenses incurred in despatching Indian 
emer Oe Indian Contin- troops to the Soudan makes the Lr Var tavaha 
b of the 24th May write in the following strain: - 
Will you say after this that England has the welfare of the Indian people 
at heart? Being the ruler of the country, she has failed to establish her 
influence in the heart of its people. What is she then to India, or to the 
Indian people? We say, therefore, that although India belongs to England by 
right of conquest, England does not treat the Indian people as her own. If she 
had treated them as her own, she could have made them her own. But she has 
failed to do so and lost the opportunity of laying the foundation of her empire 
deep in the hearts of the Indian people. Secure in the sense of her formidable 
power, which there is none to oppose, England never stops to think of the 
future; but we fear that the consequences of her selfish policy will be disastrous 
It would be surely something new in this country if we could call England our 
own; just as we call India England’s own by right of conquest. But the 
is that although England loves India as one loves one’s property, she does not 
love the Indian people. You can conquer the body by physical force, but you 
cannot conquer the heart, except by kindness, justice and good. treatment. An 
empire which is based on physical force is not destined to long, and this is 
the reason why kindness and justice have been given a recognised place in the 
science of government. But what kindness and justice is that which can 
justify the policy of burdening the half-starved Indian people with the cost of 
despatching troops to Suakim ? If England had really the welfare of the Indian 
ple at heart, their pale faces and woe-begone countenances would have moved 
er to pity. The Indian | ase expected a good deal from England, but their 
expectations have all been dashed to the ground, The Indian people have now 
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lost their confidence in the wisdom and justice of the British Ministers, while 
the misgovernment of the British officials in India has made the country too 
hot for good and innocent people. Theft and robbery, rape and ruffianism, 
reign rampant in the country. t will then the Indian people do? The 
proclamations of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress lulled us into 
the hope that, after all, England would learn to treat us as her own kith and 
kin. But that hope has now been falsified. It has proved a delusion and a 
snare. We are an ill-fated people. We hoped to live in peace and plenty 
during British rule, but alas, we hope so no more! What more need we Bay ? 
Who is there to feel for us? England, whom India has made the richest country 
on earth, has, at this moment of her great distress, imposed on her a heavy 
burden. England, it is a pity that you have not been able to win the hearts of 
the Indian people! Selfish as you are, how can you feel our pain? 
8. Messrs. Morley and agg says ey Daintk-o- eas Chandrika of 
so of the 24th May, will protest against the decision of the 
the Indian troops fe the Soudan Home Governinent to charge India with the expense 
2 of the Indian troops, who have been sent to serve in 
Africa, and there will be a war of words in Parliament. In India, the Bombay 
Association, the Indian Association and the whole Press have condemned the 
Government for its decision. The British Indian Association, too, has not been 
idle. But the people of India know the English Ministers too well to expect a 
redress of their wrong at their hands. core 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) — Police. 


4. The Charu Mihir.of the 18th May says that theft has been rife in the 

: town of Mymensingh. On the 12th May last, a 

Prev 23 in the My- theft was committed in the house of Babu Nilkanta 

or ) Chatterji, a pleader in the Judge’s Court, and 

property worth Rs. 56-12 was stolen. The thief has not yet been appre- 

ended, though, at the time of the theft, a constable was lying on the bridge in 
front of Nilkanta Babu’s house. 


Theft has been also rife in places near the town, cases of theft being heard 
of almost every day from Akna, Sankipara, Itkhola, Gohalkandi, Kachijhuli, 
Saora, Balaspur and Kaotkhali. These villages are not very far from the sadar 
thana, yet cases of theft are not properly investigated. This shows the 
inefficiency of the local police. The District Magistrate ought to adopt some 
special measure for the repression of these crimes. | 


5. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Nagarbari in the 

* 3 Mymensingh district, complains that some badmashes 

* — diel 3 of the villages Gokulnagar, Singuria, Lokerpara, 

Saitsaila, Kaera and Charipara have been committing 

great oppressions upon the people. The villagers dread them so much, that they 

o not venture to take any steps against them. The traders do not come to 

hauts to open their shops, for they are beaten and robbed by the badmashes. 

The police is canary | indifferent, and no steps have been taken to check 
e 


these oppressions. w days ago two residents of Narandia were coming 
home from the Sialkhol Baut, when they were beaten and robbed. | 


6. The Hitavadi of the 22nd May says that it was proved that Emily 
3 Ghosh was an adulteress, that her husband had died 
The police b : : Agi 
PES Cory „ by poison and that she offered bribes to the police. 
That the police should fail to find out how death was caused in this case even 
with such clues ‘before it, reflects the greatest discredit upon the higher officers 
of that Department. The Police Department is a very costly one and many off 
its officers have become Rai Bahadurs (a title signifying in. Bengali ‘an able 
man”), Is the ability of these Bahadurs” then measured by their inability 
to trace such offences An 2 is gaining ground in the public mind that 
no offender is so safe in British India as a murderer. It is to be hoped that the 
authorities will take steps to remove this impression from the public mind. 


7. Girija Kanta Sen Gupta of Sakrail, inthe Mymensingh district, wr 
rt ee °° in the Samay of the 22nd May, that a Hindu- Mn 
Hindu. Musalman riot expected man riot is apprehended. Hage. 
ges 3 has proclaime 
must interfere with the slaughter of 


— and feeling at nought and kill cows under hee vary L a. hia the 


indus are not expected to tolerate, and the consequence will be a Hindu-Musal 
man riot. The conduct of the executive authorities is questionable, and. 
naturally leads one to suspect that it is not the intention of the Government 
that the Hindus and the Musalmans should live in peace and amity. Who 
will be responsible if a Hindu-Musalman riot takes place in Sakrail 7? 
8. A Jessore correspondent of the Miéhir-o-Sudhakar of the 231d May 
says that a rumour is afloat that the chaukidar of 
Rumoured prohibition of cow- the correspondent’s village has been asked by the 
eo daroga of the thana, under whose jurisdiction it is 
situate, to enquire if cows will be slaughtered there on the occasion of the 
Bakr-id, and to prohibit such slaughter. As a matter of fact, the correspondent 
himself was in a manner prohibited by the chaukidar from indulging in the 
sacrifice. Such conduct on the part of the police has alarmed the people. Has 
Government passed any law relating to cow-slaughter ? 5 : 
The editor has received similar news from various other places, and is, 
therefore, constrained to ask if the Government has secretly passed a law on the 
subject, and entrusted its promulgation to the Inspector-General of Police. If 
not, all cause for alarm should be at once removed. The subject was referred 
to in a previous issue of this paper (R. N. P. of the 9th May, paragraph 8). 
9. The Sanjivani of the 23rd May complains that the police has prohibited 
a oe fishing in the Hooghly. ‘The fishermen have almost 
Härenfbition of fishing in the from time immemorial, been fishing in that river 
18385 5 and they cause no obstruction to the river traffic. 
Lately, however, the police hauled up some fishermen before the Police Court 
for fishing in the Hooghly and thereby causing obstruction to the river traffic. 


The fishermen have laid their case before the Lieutenant-Governor and it is 


to be hoped that His Honour will do them justice, as he did in the case of the 

fishermen of Khulna, who were prevented by the Forest Officers from fishing in 

the Sunderbans. | i cas 
10. The Dacca Gazette of the 25th May says that one Idu Mandal of 


3 2 1 . dere N. akg of 3 n 
Charge. wunsii- district, has brought a e against u Jadu 
Fm ũͤ— See A ee of Police, and a number 
of his men, for having beaten and illegally confined him, in order to extort a 
bribe. The facts of the case are that a sister-in-law of the complainant, havin 
died of cholera, some of his enemies falsely informed the police that death 
was due to poisoning; that though the police, on coming to investigate, saw 


matters clearly, yet to make the best of the opportunity afforded them of 


exacting a bribe, threatened to send up Idu, his father and brothers. They 
‘were given some gratification, and that led them to make larger demands; and 
commit greater oppressions. Idu was, in fact, so severely beaten, that he was 
carried to the Munshiganj hospital in a senseless condition. The Deputy 
Magistrate entrusted the investigation of the case to an Honorary Magistrate, 
‘who reported the facts, as stated by the complainant, to be correct. The Sub- 
Inspector, a constable named Bihari and one of the village chaukidars, have 
accordingly been summoned by the Deputy Magistrate. It is said, however, 
that the police are doing their best to compromise the matter, and have got 


men to take up their cause. But people who are helping to bring about a 
compromise in this instance should remember that it was a compromise and’ an 
easy escape in the case of Hari Mohan Kundu and later on in 

‘certain pleader, which emboldened the police of Munshiganj to commit this 
fresh outrage. 5 5 1 
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The writer has heard various rumours regarding this case, which he will 


ublish when the case is disposed of. „„ 
Pe 11. "The Hitaish of the 26th May says that the gang of raffians who 
Rafilans in Calcutta. infest Masjidbari Street are being swelled by jail- 


| | birds. There seems to be a regular organization 
of ruffians in Calcutta, whose head-quarters are in Masjidbari Street and 
which has its ramifications all over the town. One of the tricks of these rufflans 
is to thrash a boy belonging to their party in the presence of a passer-by, who 
naturally remonstrates. The boy, in tears, begs his merciful defender to accom- 
y him home, and takes him to an out-of-the-way lane where the ruffians rob 
kim of all his belongings. 1 cca 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


12. The Ohdru Mihir of the 18th May says that though Maulvi Abdus 
uae Samad, Deputy Magistrate of Kishorganj in the 
An unjust 7 2 the D Mymensi district, acquitted one Innas Sheik and 
+ a ate ap aaa Kalamjan Bewani, who had been charged, under 
section 410 of the Penal Code, with having receiv- 
ed stolen property; yet on the very day of their acquittal, at the instance of 
. ctor, he recorded a proceeding against them, under section 
110 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, calling — them to show cause why 
each of them should not éxecute a bond for Rs. 100 and give two sureties for 
one hundred rupees each, as a guarantee for good conduct, for a period of one 
year. The rule was issued on the 29th February last ; and on the 23rd April, 
after taking down the depositions of some witnesses in the theft case referred 
to above, the Deputy Magistrate ordered Innas and Kalamjan, either to execute 
the bonds and produce the sureties, or to go to jail fora year. The accused, 
being unable to furnish sureties, were sent to jail. Innas, however, subse- 
quently got his release by appealing to the District Magistrate. But Kalamjan 
is still in jail, The District Magistrate censured the Deputy Magistrate for 
his unjust order against Innas. | | 
13. The Pratikar of the 22nd May complains of the dilatory habits 
8 of Mr. A. C. Mitra, First Munsif in the Sadar of 
Mana uf Ein against the First the Murshidabad district. In defended suits, he 
cannot examine more than one witness in the 
course of a day, though he does not take down the depositions with his own 
hand, but makes his peshkar take them down. It takes him long even to de- 
cide small rent suits. He does not, however, heed the complaints of the public 
in this respect, and it is therefore hoped that the District Judge will do some- 
thing to remove the inconvenience of the litigants. _ 
14, The Hitavadi of the 22nd May has the following against the sarish- 
The sarishteder of the Nadia tadar of the Nadia District Court:x— = 
District Court 80 a Q) The sarishtadar appointed two outsiders, 
namely, the pers son-in-law, Sachindranath, 
and his own son-in-law or daughter-in-law’s father, Biharilal, as copyists, in 
contravention of the Government order that copyists are to be appointed from 
f apprentices. Were there no apprentices in the District Court at that 
time 
(2) In October last, when it became necessary to fill up, temporarily, the 
* of head -clerk of the District Court and sarishtadar of the Subordinate 
udge’s Court, the sarishtadar prepared a list of officers deserving promo- 
tion, from which the names of the sarishtadars of the local munsifis were studi- 
ously excluded. Are not these sarishtadars officers subordinate to the District 
Judge? To be sure they are. But then it was necessary to exclude their 
1 1 order to provide for the double promotion of the sarishtadar's depend- 
ant, Akshay Babu. An injustice like this could not have taken place if 
Mr. Handley had been District Judge at that time. Will the present District 
J J fr. Handl this 8 22 
r. Handley promoted Babu Jogendranath Mitra, an educated man 
who had read up to the B. A. standard — was serving as Accountant in the 
local munsifi, to be the second clerk of his Court. After Mr. Handley had gone 
ore? Jogen Babu was declared unfit to di the duties of the second 
clerk and was appointed head comparing clerk. He served in that capacity 


Cy 


with great oredit, but shortly after was compelled by ill health to go 
leave. 1 craps the 20 pp 3 in the Subordinate Judges 
vacant, and without asking w af. , the peshka 
ot Jogen Babu — to that post. Jogen Babu is an educated man and 

oes not take bribes. The sarishtadar cannot bear to have an educated man 

near him. Such men point out mistakes even in his work. There are many 
mysteries in this conection. If the evidence of Jogen Babu is taken, ell these 
mysteries will come to light. V 
(44) Another clerk of the District Court, Babu Mahesh Chandra Chaudhuri, 


was got rid of in a similar manner. Mahesh Babu is an outspoken man and he 
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therefore incurred the sarishtadar's displasure. He was sent to the Kushtia 


munsifi for some time, on deputation, but the sarishtadar had that temporary 
arrangement converted into a permanent one. If Mahesh Babu’s evidence is 
taken, all mysteries in this connection will come to ligne. 
(5) Babu Kshetranath Mitra is the sarishtadar’s favourite disciple, and his 
right-hand man. It is he who is in charge of the office stationery. When Mr. 
Handley was District Judge, a petition was filed, accusing Kshetra Babu of 
extorting bribes from parties and containing some reflections on the sarishtadar 
himself. After an enquiry into the 3 Mr. Handley degraded Kshetra 
Babu to a post in the munsifi. There Kshetra Babu’s eyesight was impaired by 
over-work, and after much solicitation, he was permitted to return to the District 
Court. But Mr. Handley ordered that Kshetra Babu-should never more be 
allowed to have charge of the miscellaneous department. In spite of this order, 


Kshetra Babu is now in charge of that department. Last year the sarishtadar 


sent his protegé, Kshetra Babu, with Mr. Ahmed toinspect the mufassal munsifis. 


The report which this muharrir, on a pay of Rs. 20, submitted after inspection, 


was sent to the High Court with slight alterations. Was the High Court sleep- 
ing that it took no notice of the matter? The situation of the munsifs is pitia- 
able indeed. They have some times to humiliate themselves even before the 
amla of the District Court. We have heard of many serious charges in connec- 
tion with Kshetra Babu’s iuspection tour. We will publish them when we have 
finished our enquiry on the subject. In December last, Kshetra Babu was 
appointed to act as peshkar over the heads of senior men. Why were Babu 
Girindranath Biswas’s claims overlooked ? ae 3 

(6) Pankajkumar is the sarishtadar’s eldest son. As if resolved not to out- 
do his father in learning, he left off his studies when in the entrance class, and 
began to serve as an apprentice under his father. A muharrirship fell vacant 
in the Subordinate Judge’s Court and the sarishtadar sppoltited his son to it. 
As soon as this jobbery came to Mr. Handley’s notice, he cancelled the appoint- 
ment. After this, the sarishtadar appointed his son to officiate as Assistant 
Accountant on two or three occasions, and when in 1894, that post fell vacant. 
under an acting District Judge, he got his son appointed to that post, and as 
Mr. Handley, the permanent incumbent, was to return shortly, he soon after 
got the officiating District Judge to sign an order confirming Pankaj is his post. 

(7) The 3 of the 5 of Babu Manicharan, as record - keepe 


is a curious one. Many Boop e in Krishnagar are aware of the relation d 
the sarishtadar and Mani Ba 


u, and a conspicuous memorial of that relati f 
is to be found in front of Girindra Babu's dispensary. It ghould oO 
enquired why, after an order had been passed transferring the Subordinate 
Ju 8 3 Der that order 5 cancelled. | oe 

8) It is said that Mr. Rampini compelled the sarishtadar, by a threat 
dims, 8 ae amas . e, 2 had gone on 8 urea 
conducted himse y. Mr. Handley at first refused to take him 
after much solicitation, was prevailed upon to do so- 8 8 back, but, 

(9) When Mr. De was District Judge, a copyist submitted a petition con- 
taining some serious charges against the sarishtadar. A day was fixed for hear- 
ing the complaints, but on that day the copyist was taken to the Bar Libra 
where he was detained by a pleader. His case was therefore dismissed. But 
the District Judge recorded some severe remarks on the memorial. The 
memorial is probably still to be found in the record-room, An ihapection of 
of that 8 a bring many aon to light, : ait 

(10) Mr. Handley’s opinion of the sarishtadar is clea * 
words which he once addressed to the latter: " aon the following 


. 


* ‘ 


ether he would like the transfer or not, the peshkar — 


1 
„ 


Hrrava pl. 


Hrrava di. 


It is to be hoped that this sarishtadar will be soon transferred. 


Nee tok Na Geis Siar ® Bode g 
3 l 17 We « ahead 4 
e Sec? „ a! A 
7 „ 1223 A 
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I nominate my bench clerk to the n ip, Well, sariahtadar, 
do yon nominate for the — 8 clerkship? Your Pankej has been 
. Have you anyone else hula Gala dee gas Been 
1 3 sarishtadar has not yet deen transferr d from 
Nadia. He has been serving in that district with kith and kin for 15 on-16 
ordinate officers. Again, the keeping of an officer in a good place for a good 
many years involves injustice to others, who-are serving in unhealthy places, 
. The same paper learns from a correspondent that, finding on bis 
„ e transfer to Hooghly that the tauzi returns had not 
Mr. 8 Megis- been submitted for the two preceding N 
1 tas Mr. Lang ordered that every clerk should attend 
office on Sundays and other holidays till those returns were prepared, and, 
besides this, stopped the pay of all revenue clerks for April, The delay in 
submitting the returns is said to be due to the new complicated form which hag 
been prescribed for such returns—a form which requires four times as much 
labour as before. The clerks were therefore no way to blame, and even if they 
were, it is extremely unjust to punish their entire body for the negligence of 
only two or three among them. As clerks generally live from hand to month, 


—— 


the hardship to which they have been put by the stopping of their pay can be 
easily imagined. : | : 
at “The same paper says that Mr. Willis, the Manager of a tea-garden 
near Kurseong, on his way to the house of a 
Mr. Herron, Subdivisional Officer prother-manager, Mr. Mitchell, met with two of 
. the latter's sardars. Mr. Willis charged the sardars 
with having made a false accusation, upon which the latter said that Mr. Willis 
was lying. Mr. Willis then struck them with the cane in his hand, so severely, 
as to make one of them bleed. The two sardars then accompanied Mr. Willis to 
their master’s house, in the hope of obtaining redress. But their master, 
Mr. Mitchell, would do nothing. They then looked to themselves for a 
remedy. With some other coolies they waylaid Mr. Willis on his way back, 
and tried to extort from him a written promise never to. maltreat them again, 
Mr. Mitchell was then with Mr. Willis. Mr. Willis, thereupon, charged 12 
coolies with having beaten him. The two sardars, on the other hand, 
brought against him a cross charge of assault. The cases came on for hearin 
before Mr. Herron, the Subdivisional Officer of Kurseong. Mr. Mitchel 


- deposed that he had not seen any cooly beat Mr, Willis, Mr. Herron, however, 


concluded that the coolies had beaten Mr. Willis and that they had thus com- 
mitted a very serious offence. He therefore sentenced them to various terms 
of imprisonment, without once considering that if the coolies laid violent hands 
on an Englishman, it must have been owing to very serious provocation: 
Mr. Willis, who had struck two coolies of another tea-garden so severely as to 
draw blood, was however let off with a small fine. What could be more unjust 
than this? It is to be hoped that Sir Alexander Mackenzie, who is re ated to 
be a good ruler, will no longer allow Mr. Herron to disgrace the ‘iudicial bench. 
17. The same paper cannot * of the way in which Justice 

i . __ Trevelyan charged the jury in the two murder 
1 r 8 proceedings cases which were tried at the last Sessions. In both 
those cases His lordship clearly hinted at the 

verdict which; in his opinion, was warranted by the circumstances and the 
evidence. A Judge ought not in this way to hint at the verdict which he 
8 jury to bring in. In one of the two cases, namely that against 
Sekh Tunu, the jury did not take his hint. He therefore had the case tried 
with the help of a new jury. But the new jury, too, brought in a verdict of 
not guilty. His 8 had therefore no alternative but to acquit the aceus- 
ed. There roceedings of His Lordship have grieved and surprised many people. 
18. The Sanjivans of the 23rd May says that the Chief Justice of the Allaha 
Native Judges of the High 1 — 2 8 eee 

ative Ju Sessiens Judges of that Court will try Sessions cases by turn. 
a By virtue of this rule Mr. Justice 3 eidad 
r ö over the last Sessions in the Allahabad High Court. 
The Allahabad High Court, it is thus seen, compares favourably with the 


1 
Caleta Court in this. 1 These ate Mies native 


Calcutta High Court, an 1 of them have. codex: been 22 to. ye 3 6 
cases. There was. 3 E „n when. Comer 


proposed to allow 
19. The same paper says that Babu Na ayananjan. Bha 


Sessions Court. 


Subdivi- 


sional Officer of Nilphamari in the Rangpur distric 
Babu nitro nette, is moving heaven and earth to get the order for hi 
Nilphen Be ivisional Officer Of transfer to Puri cancelled. Babu Nayananjan 


knows very well that the transfer is meant as a 

unishment for his unwarrantable conduct, and this is the reason why he is so 
. to have the order cancelled. He has, at this unusual period, started on 
a tour, and the inhabitants of the places, which he has visited, have been 


prevailed upon to wire to the Lieutenant-Governor, pra ing for the cancelling ne 


of the order of transfer. There are three thanas in the e and the 
Subdivisional Officer is visiting them by turn. It is an secret that the 
petitions which are being sent to the Government in Babu aysnan jan's favour 
are got up by the police. The Subdivisional Officer lately paid a visit 3 
Domar, and the police of that place straightway commenced getting the peo 
to sign a petition praying for the cancelling of the order of transfer. Ma > 
about four weeks since the order of transfer was published in the Caleu tha 
Gazette, Not a soul had anything to say against it, But the Subdivisional 
Officer is going from village to village and lo, aay ss upon petitions are 
3 in, praying for the cancelling of the order for his transfer. Babu 
Nayan — has not been in Nilphamari for more than a year and he had eve 
chance of remai there, if he did his duty conscientiously. He should rest 
assured that his tricks will not succeed so long as Sir Alexander Mackenzie i is 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

The same paper has also the following regarding the same 9 officer — 


On the 4th May when Babu Nayananjan Bhattacharyy 
Babu Lakshmi Kanta Sarkar, a mukhtear addressing 


consult the police report before you pass any order.“ — faceffß 
cata N ficqq This offended the Deputy Magistrate, and he at once 
fined the mukhtear ten rupees for contempt of Court, without calling for 


an explanation from him, If it is contempt of Court to ask: a Magistrate to 
consult some document, how will pleaders and mukhtears conduct their cases ? 
Here is the order of the Subdivisional Officer | 

“Proceeding under section 481, Code of Criminal Procedure, 

Whereas you Lakshmi Kanta 8 arkar, in the hearing of the peilen of 
Sammiruddin Sarkar versus Abdul Wahid, were en cane’ as a mukhtear on 
behalf of the complainant and the order of the Court on the petition was 
‘dismissed under section 203 Code of Criminal Procedure,” and after the 


passing of the above order, you said to the Court. facon N, 


cafe NN fac Tou are, in the * of the Court, guilty of an offence 


under section 228 Indian Penal Code as u intentional] 
You are, therefore, fined Rs. 10 under t re section ; in 
undergo simple imprisonment for one week, 


y Offered interruption. 
default of payment to 


Sub-D f 15 
The 4th May 1896. 8 y Magistrate 


20. The same paper says that + lately Mr. Herron, Subdivisional Officer 
8 ea a e Mn IR cross cases in 


which several coolies charge a planter and the | 


lanter 1 the coolies with assault and ca 
planter, who mercilessly thrashed the coolies pw, tape and 51 4 N 
et off with a fine of seventy-five rupees, w ee coolies who caused v 


simple hurt, if they caused any hurt at all to 

as sentenced to vigorous imp imprisonment he long 3 85 The = —.— 
Officer, in his judgme nt ing) lanter for shine a 3 

cookies. From this it is 0 8 clear that Mr. Herron Was e in — 


under Mitter to preside over the 
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( 528 ) | 
the European accused, The Lieutenant-Governor should call for the papers 
cn ys The case under notice is an example to show how Kalender 
J * * and Magistrates are generally prejudiced in favour of Europeans accused 
21. A correspondent of the same popes contradicts the statements made 

against Mulla 


| agains odadad Khan, Honorary Magi 
The Honorary Magistrate of trate of Kris „ in a previous issue ts 
r ae R. N. P. for 2nd May 1896, para. 9). 


(d) — Education. 


22. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 21st May says that the 
The Temple Medical School, new rules introduced in the Temple Medical School, 
Patna. Patna, requiring candidates who seek admission 
into it, to have a knowledge of English and prescribing a four years’ course, 
will prevent a large number of Bihari students from taking up medicine as 
their profession. The poverty of such students stands in the way of their 
receiving English education, and heretofore they gua to earn a liveli- 
hood by studying medicine through their vernacular. the new rules are 
introduced, a separate arrangement will have to be made for vernacular 
students, who should be allowed to appear at their final examination after a 
three years’ course. 23 : 
23. The Pratikar of the 22nd May, while thanking Government for its 
. : endeavours to spread Muhammadan education, 
N A er Primary scholer- cannot approve of the Director of Public Instruc- 
ee tion's action in requesting the District Boards to set 
apart a certain proportion of the Lower Primary scholarships for Musalman 
boys. Such favouritism to a particular class, at the expense of the general 
tax-payer, looks very bad. It is also an unnecessary measure that the Director 
had taken; because most Lower Primary schools contain only Musalman boys. 
Some: provision may be made for special Musalman scholarships, where the 
number of Hindu students is larger than that of Muhammadan students; but 
the District Board should have nothing to do with the making of such a provi- 
sion. 
24. The Hitavadi of the 22nd May is sorry to hear that Government has 
111 determined to let off Mr. Hallward with a slight 
reprimand for his caning the two Raj kumars. If 
Mr. Hallward is really guilty of the offence he is charged with, an exemplary 
unishment should be inflicted upon him, so that others may be deterred from 
oing as he did. Mere censure will do no good. | 
25. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 23rd May recom- 
3 ah 3 * won called Islam, published b oe 
Subammadan students for editor of this paper, as a good prize book for 
* * Muhammadan students in the Middle Vernacular 
and Primary schools, in the place of books written from a Hindu stand- point, 
which are now given away as prizes. pas) eee eee 
26, The same paper hopes that the Commissioner of the Presidency 
3 i Division will lend an ear to the representation of 
in the Kh, 8. of schools the Musalmans of Khulna, who complain that not 
5 one of the two posts of Sub-Inspector of Schools, 
which were lately filled up in that district, was given to a Muhammadan 
candidate, Lately, another Hindu Sub-Inspector in that district having died, 
an advertisement inviting candidates for the post and requiring applications 
to be submitted within three days, was published in the Calcutta Gazette, it 
being evidently the intention of the advertisers that Muhammadans should not 


get an opportunity for applying. The writer waits to see whether a Hindu ora 
usalman is appointed this time. 


8 27. The same paper says that Sir Alfred Croft will be g. ilty of violating 


The claims of Musalmans to his own Circular if he does not fill up the vacancies 
eppantments in the Education a 1 Education Department, ik al be caused 
| is y the appointment of three experienced officers 
33 ee 28 . Musalmans. There is no lack of competent 
in hia parece abi Du. e writer will give names, if the Director fails 


— 


. The same r cannot blame the Government for insisting that “sume 
2 e e es the Committee of Muhammadan e wii e 1 
The female education movement zubmitted to it a proposal for the establishment of a 
among the Muhammadans. a school for the question of Muhammadan girls, 5 Aa a a 
should give it certain pledges or guarantees before it can consent to carry the , „ 
ee e effect. There being a sufficient number of ‘missionary girls’ 
schools in Calcutta where the daughters of the lower classes of M nade 
can be educated, Government felt that a special school ‘for Muhammadan girls 
would be useless, if it were not attended by girls of respectable families; and 
it, therefore, very reasonably asked the Committee to stand guarantee for at 
least thirty pupils of respectable birth for the proposed school. Government 
is also perfectly right in asking the Committee to „ that the 
prescribed fees will be collected from the pupils, for it might well have mis- 
givings on this point, as Muhammadans do not possess the means of paying for 
* of even their boys. But the spirit in which the conditions 
proposed by Government were received at the meeting, which was held some 
days ago, shows that the leaders of the movement are actuated more by a 
desire to make themselves notorious, than by a sincere wish to promote the wel- 
fare of the Muhammadan community. If girls’ schools were really a necessity 
among the Muhammadans of Bengal, they would be established even without 
Government's help. Who does not know that when the peasantry in this 
province felt the need of educating themselves and their sons, they formed 
night schools and pathsalas of their own motion and at their own expense, and 
that it was only after these institutions had been established by the exertions 
of the villagers, that Government came to their aid, and the late Mr. Woodrow 
first appointed pandits, each of whom had to teach a number of such pathsalas. 
The natural law of demand and supply does everything wherever there is 
areal want. For the present, the missionary schools ought to be sufficient 
for the education of Muhammadan girls. As for religious education, that 
_ ought to be imparted in an educated family by the parents. The Muhammadan 
religion enjoins parents to educate their daughters, and Muhammadan parents 
should not be so indifferent in this matter as to regard the discharge of this 
religious duty as a burden, The only objection against missionary girls’ schools 
seems to be that they do not observe the purdah system. But where is the 
necessity of the purdah in a girls’ school, when it is certain that, except girls 
like the well-known Latifunnesa and Idunnesa, no parda-nashin Muhammadan 
girls of respectable birth will ever attend a public school ? ed 
The question of female education among Muhammadans seems, indeed, 
to be of the nature of a chimera, when not more than two to four per cent. 
of even the boys in the Muhammadan community receive education. The 3 1 
town of Calcutta, containing so large a Muhammadan population, possesses | ae 
only one educational institution for Muhammadan boys, amily the Madrassa ; ae 
21 although Bengal proper contains a larger Muhammadan than Hindu 
population, not more than one hundred or a hundred and fifty Muhammadan 
names are found in a list containing the names of three thousand successful 
Entrance candidates. The leaders of the girl-education movement are at 
perfect liberty to establish schools for the education of such girls as will attend 
them, and do everything else that, in their opinion, may bring their names 
prominently before the public. But why do they attempt to mislead the 
Government by saying that the schools they propose to establish will be attended 
by girls of respectable families? As for the education of the daughters of 
illiterate Musalmans, education will be a curse and not a boon to them, consider- 
ing that their husbands are mostly illiterate. | a 
The leaders of the movement should give up the idea of making names 
for themselves by establishing a girls’ school. ey should try to provide 
greater facilities for the education of Muhammadan boys, and should, if they 


would extend female education, organise a zanana system of education for 
Muhammadan girls. ; | pe 


(e) Local Sol- Government and Municipal Administration. 
29. The Charu Mihir of the 18th May has the following :— 


N as Week after week the regiments of official Mar 18th, 1906 
the officals tn the een. reports and the artillery of official utterances in the : a 


pee 


Bunnbwax SANJIVANI, 
May 19th, 1896. 


smearing scare led many Enghshmen to make a mountain of e-hill. 
Wh 7 yo. have acted differently in regard to this vital 1 of ‘water- 


6830) 


ishing the existence of er The tree- 
a mole-hill, 


scarcity and made a mole-hill of a mountain is what we do not understand. 
These reports on water-scarcity only show how ve little is the sympathy 
which the sufferings of the people excite in the minds of the officials. The 
history of England tells of Jad! plagues and destructive fires, but not of 
scarcity of drinking:water. The Englishman has his filtered water and bottled 
beer, and has never had to suffer on that account. How can he realise the 
suffering of the Indiana caused by want of water? The unfeelingness of the 
Englishman’s heart, as disclosed by these official reports, is even more dreadful 
than the dire water-scarcity which afflicts the country at this moment, The 
dry tanks will again be filled with water, but how to water or moisten the arid 


waste of the unfeeling English heart? ; 
Many English officials have entitled themselves to the gratitude of the 


people of this country. But if that gratitude is gradually weakened through 
the faults of other English officials, the result will be one for which they alone 
will be responsible. It is these men that are deliberately laying the axe at the 
root of all gratitude. Who can, after reading their unsympathetic reports on 
water-scarcity, find it possible to entertain friendly feelings towards them? 
Mr. N. K. Bose, the Bengali Magistrate of Rajshahi, has written most feelingly 
on the subject, and his report has led people to wish that Mr. Bose could divide 
himself ahd become a thousand Boses. With the aid of the panchayets, he is 
making himself acquainted with the condition of the tanks in his district, and is 
trying to introduce in Rajshahi the system of village sanitation committees, 
which some years ago proved, under his guidance, so successful in Noakhali. 
In their reports on Local Self-Government we noticed the distance that separates 
Mr. Westmacott and Mr. R. C. Dutt, and in these reports on water-scarcity 
we can read the hearts of the Bengali and the English Magistrate. These 
reports will be the English official’s infamy forever. He has now removed 
himself a great way off from the hearts of the people; and if after this the 
Indians think themselves one under the administration of native officials, the 
English official will bave surely no just cause for disappointment, For he must 
reap as he has sown. 

30. The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 19th May says that the Burdwan 


District Board is digging wells in some places, but 

au he Burdwan District Board in it ig questionable whether it will be able in this 
-scarcity. : 

way to effectually cope with the demand for water. 

Wells, too, cannot serve all the purposes of the people. Cattle cannot drink 

from wells, and the village women, who have 4 to fetch water, feel it 

inconvenient to draw it from wells, and this is the reason why they go to foul 

tanks rather than to new wells, There is, of course, no time this year to allow 

the District Board to dig new tanks or re-excavate old ones, but the Board 

should remember that what is most wanted is tanks and not wells, which latter 
are, by the we not very cheap in their construction. 

The Burdwan District Board has not only not taken proper steps to dig 
tanks and increase their number, but has prohibited people from bathing in the 
few that contain water, on the ground that washing and bathing are highly 
calculated. to pollute the water of tanks and make it totally unfit for use. it 18 
useless to question the soundness of this theory, but it is a fact that people have 
been, from time immemorial, using the water of the same tanks for drinking 
as well as bathing purposes, and have not, nevertheless, all died. It is no doubt 
desirable that there should be separate tanks set apart for drinking and for 
bathing purposes, but in a village where there is only one tank no hard and-fast 


rules should be enforced. If enforced, such rules will be likel : 
more in the breach than in the observance. _ eee 


The District Board cannot afford to spend annuall 
thousand rupees on water-supply. It is not, the 


new tanks. With five thousand rupees you cannot dig more than five tanks, 
but with the same amount you can re-excavate at least fifteen, by advancing as 
loan three hundred rupees to an owner of tanks, who is able and willing to 

d two hundred rupees more for the same purpose. In this way, the 


istrict Board will be able to provide the district with fifteen tanks a year. 


more than five 
refore, within its means to dig 
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u to make this plan feasible, the Board should relax the stringenty e the 85 3 
neo by which it A e to 're-excavate tanks at its own cost only: if their „ 
owners transfer their proprietory rights to the Board; keeping only the fishing 5 oa 
right. ° | : eie ern | , 5 e 

„The same paper complains that there is scarcity of water i Chzndul, Bonnwan zaman, 
“ie phere ce a Tillage in the Burdwa rict. "The water in ‘May 10th, 166. 
Water-soarcity in Burdwan. = the only two tanks in the village is polluted: The 

fro distant. But the 


village people are fetching water from a village half. a-mils distant. 

— 5 the latter villas e will not, most likely, continue this favour long. 
32. The Samay of the 22nd May complains that road-making is ver. Samay, 
| badly done by the District Boards. Village road 


pp eeed-tnaking under the District arg not every year repaired, and when a grant is 
made for their repair, the work is done b hi “a 
tractors under the so-called supervision of overseers. The work done by thi 
contractors is very badly done, their sole object being to make as large a profit 
as possible. The engineers generally are very busily engaged, and cannot kee 
their eye on the contractors and overseers, who manage to divide the p ‘obit 
among themselves. The contractors are paid on submitting the completion 
certificate by the overseers, and this is by no means à difficult affair, consider- 
ing that the latter have some interest in giving the former completion certificates. 
Work is very likely to be much better done by the village panchayets, who have to 
be on good terms with the villagers and who are not, therefore, likely to incur 
their displeasure by misappropriating money given for road-making. Even if 
work is done by contractors, they should be paid on the presentation of com- 
pletion certificates, signed by some of the leading villagers instead of by the 
overseers, who are not, so far as road-making is concerned, trustworthy ] ns. 
The engineers are well-paid officials, and their incorruptibility is unquestionable, 
but this cannot certainly be said of the overseers. The village people are the 
fittest persons to estimate at its true worth the work done by the contractors, 
and the overseers should consult them when they go out to inspect the making 
or repairing of roads. 
33. The Hitavadi of the 22nd May says that the slight showers which have 3 
lately fallen, though they have mitigated to some May And, 1896. 


The Magistrates in the water- 


* extent the prevalence of diseases, have not appre- 
ciably relieved the water-scarcity. But now that 
these showers have fallen, many District Magistrates declare such slight water oo. 


scarcity, as they could not before help admitting, to be at an end. Every fresh 
issue of the Calcutta Gazette is furnishing new evidence of official unfeeling- 
ness. Mr. Lang, the Officiating Magistrate of Hooghly, writes :— 


“Many regret that Government have taken the matter up as they have, 
because pressure is being put upon them to work for themselves, and they are 
at a loss to find pretexts for refusal.” 


That many regret that Goverment has taken up this matter is true. But 5 
they regret it not because they are required to work for themselves, but because 


they are required to give what neither the zamindar nor the raiyat can give 
money. 


34. The same paper . that 8 the bulk of the Calcutta popu- 

: ation consists of Hindus and Musalmans. the 
5 in the Municipal majority of the more important Municipal Offices 
are held by Europeans or Eurasians. Are there no 

educated youths among Hindus and Musalmans that it should be so? English- 
men who accept posts with salaries of ns. 200 or Rs. 250 are men whose education 
and sense of duty are very imperfect. But a native of ve good education 
and strict moral principles can be had for that salary. l hat in spite of this 
Europeans and Eurasians are given preference over natives is only because the 
Municipal authorities are all Europeans. Dr. Simpson, who was a native-hater, 
appointed two dismissed European or Eurasian police-officers, Messrs. Wilson 
and Matindale, as Superintendents in the Sanitary Department, zin spite of the 
superior claims of some native officers. There are also too many Eurasians 
among the Sanitary Inspectors. The same objectionable arrangement is found 
in the Road Department too. By the favour of Mr, Leo, a Eu pean has, in a 
very short time, attained to a superior office in that department. It is no 
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35. The ‘Pratikar of the 22nd May complains that not one of. the Sve | : 
1 „% ae ery a w in wy bs 5 Sadikhaur e the 
Neri in a village in jurisdiction of the Jalangi thana, in the Murshidabad 

the Mutshidsbed district, =F ict, contains a drop of water, and the villagers 
have to walk: a mile to the daha at Kalitala. These tanks were excavate by 


the wealthy Goswami family in the village, and it is hoped that the present 


scions of that. family, Babus Harilal Goswami and Bipra Das Goswami, will 
not neglect to keep up works which perpetuate the memory of their, fore- 


fathers. 


36. The Bangavast of the 23rd May complains that the Lieutenant- 
8 Governor's well- meant water- supply circular is 
The Magistrates in the water going to prove an instrument of ulm in the hands 
I of the Magistrates. The Magistrate of Nadia has 
issued a notice to the zamindars in his district ordering them to re-excavate 
silted-up tanks in their zamindari. None need wonder if other Magistrates 
follow suit. | 
37. The same paper says that the District Board Engineers are not in the 
ee pay of the Government. Some time ago it was 

1 — — in the arranged that in some districts the Engineers of 
eee ee District Boards would inspect Government build. 
ings, and would be paid for such service an allowance by the Government. 
The arrangement has proved profitable to the Government, and it has now 


proposed to entrust the District Board Engineers with the construction and 


inspection of public buildings in their districts. The Engineers, however, 
will not be paid for this a ditional work. Excellent arragement this! The 
Engineer will henceforth be paid by the District Boards, but will have to 
devote most of their time to Government work. Is this the reason why the 
Government has for some time past been saying that the District Boards are a 
part of the Government? The Government has marvellously succeeded in en- 
chanting the Babus with glittering trinkets in the shape of Local Self Govern- 
ment. | 
88. Correspondents of the same paper complain of water-scarcity in the 
mufassal. There is scarcity of water in several 
villages in the Gobindapur subdivision of the Man- 
bhum district. ‘There is no water in Bintura, a village in the same district. 
In Dakbines war, a village in the 24-Parganas district, all the tanks have dried 
up. There is water in some tanks here and there, but it is polluted and the 
authorities have ordered the villagers not to use it. In Benga, Naopara and 
several other villages in the Burdwan district, there is great scarcity of water. 
The tanks and ponds have dried up, and the wells that were sunk in the tanks 
have also been exhausted. The Hooghly is about three miles distant from 
the villages, and the suffering of the village people is better imagined than 
described. The suffering of the cattle is almost heart-rending. There is 
great scarcity of water in Chota Jagulia, in the 24-Parganas district, where 
all reservoirs of water have dried up. 
39. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of 23rd May complains of water- 
ay scarcity in Bagnan, a town in the Ulubaria subdivi- 
* — inthe sion of the Howrah district. Such scarcity of water 
has not been experienced within the last fifteen or 
twenty years. All the tanks and wells have dried up. No new wells have 
been sunk here as in other places. The sinking of a well in the thana is 
being talked of, but that will do the public no good. 


Water scarcity in the mufassal. 


— 40. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 24th May says that it was a 


me | foregone conclusion that zum would be committed 
fim dag the matter of water. upon the zamindars in the matter of water · supply. 
a d The road cess is the root of all evil. At the time 

of imposing the cess, the then Secretary of State, the Duke of Argyll, silenced 
the zamindars by saying that the object of the cess would be the improvement 
of communications as well as provision of water-supply. But the pledge has not 
been fulfilled, and water scarcity has gone on increasing. The British Indian 
Association have in the present year’s distress strongly, objected to the diversion — 
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of the road cess; and a controversy over the question has sprung up between 


the entire zamindar community on the one hand and the officials on the other, 


headed by the Divisional Commissioners. The zamindars must be weakened and 


made to surrender the position they bavé taken up. Attempts are, therefore, 


being made to shew that Government has done its duty in the matter of water - 


supply, while the zamindars have not. Zuln is being accordingly committed upon 
dis latter. In the Nadia district, zamindars have been served with notices 
requiring them to remove the silt of old tanks. Let the road céss money be 
wasted ; let the Duke of Argyll’s promise remain unfulfilled; the zamindars 
must pay the road cess and at the same time provide water for their ratyats. 
But why should the people of Bengal wonder at this? There is nothin 
unusual or extraordinary in this. The authorities have none to fear: they are, 
moreover, powerful. Protest will be unavailing. What has been done in 
Nadia will be done in every other district. 


ng provision for 


41. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 28th =o, says that fresh Danne-osamoms 


taxes have been proposed for making provision 

. will have to bs paid on 
musical processions, on marriages, and, of course, on conveyances. The vill . 
unions will collect them. This is the result of the cry for water! There is, 
indeed, no escape for the poor! ae 


(f)—Questions affecting the land: 


42. A correspondent of the Mshir-o-Sudhakar of the 23rd May says that 
the oppressions of Raja Pramatha Bhusan Rai, 
zamindar of Naldanga in the Jessore district, have 
risen to their climax. He has all suits of his raiyats disposed of by his own 
amla, and he bring ruin upon all who dare to go into a law court. This has 
. raged corruption among his amla, The zamindar is also trying to become 
the social leader of his Musalman raiyats. One Naimuddin Biswas was excom- 
municated for some fault, and the same punishment was inflicted upon some of 
his relatives, who had the audacity to eat with him after this order. These men 
were at length made to pay a fine of Rs. 9-8 per head to avert’ the consequences 
of the zamindar’s anger. 1 


New taxes for water- supply. 


An oppressive zamindar. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 
43. The Hitavadi of the 22nd May publishes the following letter which 


it has received from the office of the East Indian 
2 Railway Company in regard to the Sitarampur 


case :— 
In replying refer to No. 4786. 


East Inpian RAwAr Company. 
AGENT’s OFFICE, 
Ca.cortra, 
18th May 1896. 
To—The Editor, Hitavadi, 70, Colootola Street. 
Sm, 

On the subject of an alleged outrage perpetrated upon a femal enge 
at Sitarampur station, as on in the Hitanadi of the Hat 8 Ten date 
that the information elicted, upon enquiry, does not support the strong epithet 
used to characterize the incident; but sufficient has been ascertained to convince 
the Acting Agent that the men concerned were not, as railway servants, free 
W e mre been 82 punished. i 

t is only fair to add that the f e passenger made plaint n 
the fact that the clerk referred to eee hee 8 "believe that I fone oe 
living with him when he offered her the use of his lodgings. ss 


Yours faithfully, 


H. Woop. 
By order. 


May 28th, 1890. 


MIHIR-0-S0DH KAR, 
May 23rd, 1896. 


Hrravant, 
May 22nd, 1896, 
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Damm - o-SaHAcHAn 


May 26th, 1896. 


- CHarnv Mm. 


May 18th, 1896, 


Hrravapt, 


May 22nd, 1896, 


Mium . o-SupnAkaR. 
May 23rd, 1896. 
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The fact of the woman being an unchaste one or her ee given her 
consent cannot palliate in the least the offence of the men concerned as railway 
servants. The Stationmaster and others who tried to hush up the matter are 
also greatly. to blame. Under the Railway Act an attempt to hush up such an 
occurrence is a serious offence, It is to be hoped that the Railway authorities 
will entitle themselves to the gratitude of the public by punishing those who 
tried to hush up the offence just as it has done by, punishing those who were 
A She i t: . | | 

wae The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 26th May says that the day 
| is past when the Mahratia newspaper's advice to the 
Bengalis to take the law into their own hands in 
regard to Europeans and Eurasians committing out- 
ee rages upon their women on railways or elsewhere 
could be followed with advantage. There was a time when respectable Euro- 
peans had a keen sense of honour and self-respect, and considered it a dis 

to rush into court when roughly handled by natives. Nay, those Europeans 
were gallant enough to respect and reward the black men who were so brave as 
to give them memorable beatings. But those days are gone. Nowa European 
does not feel ashamed to bring an action for damage even against a cooly; and 
everybody knows what the issue of a charge brought by an European against 
a native is. So, the Mahratia’s advice will not be unattended with risk to those 
who may follow it; anybody acting according to it must expect to be heavily 
punished in the courts. But when the honour of our women is at stake, the 
advice should not be disregarded. There are situations and circumstances in 
which the advice ought to be acted upon. 3 5 


G- General. 


The Mahratta newspaper on 
outrages upon native women on 
railways. 


45. The Charu Mihir of the 18th May says that the police in the Punjab 


is secretly gathering information regarding those 
who support the movement for the use of country- 
N id made goods. The police is not certainly doing this 
under the orders of Government. It is also not known whether it is acting 
under secret instructions from the officials. It may be that orders from the 
European merchants have led the police to employ itself in this commendable () 
business. If these merchants have not the smallest support from the 
officials, then must it be said that the ruler and the merchant have been com- 
bined in each other. It was by means of horrifying oppressions that the 
English merchant once compelled one rupee to yield two hundred; but his 


Official interference with the 
Swadesi Sabha. : 


--——oppressions will become infinitely more horrifying if the Swadesi Sabha” can 


really acquire influence and power. 
46. The Hitavadi of the 22nd May says that every feeling man must see 


: that it is a great hardship to be made to work on 
Werk on Sundays and holideye. holidays without extra remuneration. But the 
heads of some offices compel their subordinates to work on all holidays without 
granting them any extra remuneration. English philanthropy, which is so 
meddlesome in other matters, has, however, no eyes for this. Lately Mr. Ponton, 
Store-keeper in the Port Commissioner’s Office, issued the following order:— 
„The order of the Deputy Conservator regarding bringing up to date 
arrears in office work will be strictly enforced from this date, and all clerks are 
informed that they must work before and after hours and on Sundays and 
holidays without further orders.” | | | 
The clerks had to ony with the hard order from a fear of losing their 
appointments. But some of them could not help asking the Deputy Conserv- 
ator to reconsider his order. This was too much for the patience of the 


erf One Harimohan Banerjee was suspected to be the ringleader of 


ry clerks. He was, therefore, given one month’s notice, and having 


failed to attend office one Sunday, was lled without 
days he had worked. V. expelled without any payment for the 


27. Referring to the demand of the Dudumia sect of Musalmans in the 

! Faridpur district that a Kazi of their religious per- 
suasion should be appointed in that district, the 
Mihir-c-Sudhakar of the 23rd May says that before 


The Kasi question in the Farid. 
pur district. 


N 
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ing to their request, Government should ascertain whether Hanifi or 
Dudumia ai predominate in the Faridpur district. This 
enquiry can be easily made by one of those N Near ony of the Education 
Department, who have to visit every village in a district, and who can more 
easily than anyone else ascertain the sect to which any Musalman belongs. If 
the enquiry shows the Hanifi sect to be more numerous, Government should 
not grant the prayer of the Dudumias, as such a concession will create a very 
inconvenient precedent, and may lead to serious difficalties in the future by, 
leading every sect of Musalmans, however small, to ask for a Kazi of its own 
uasion. 3 a : 
48, The Hitaisht of the 26th May complains that Captain Bertie Clay, 
The Superintendent of the Superintendent of the Small Arms Ammunition 
Small . Ammunition Factory. F actor y, Dum-Dum, is in the habit of ill-treating 


Dum- Dum. the coolies employed in that office. In this hot 


summer he has prohibited the drinking of water in the factory from 8 to 10 
AM., and he has placed sentinels to guard the wells and hydrants during these 


hours. The British soldier cannot at this time live without punkha and ice, 


but the hardworking cooly is denied even a drop of water in the grilling heat. 
It is also said that no one dare enter the gallant Captain's presence with shoes 
on. Most probably he has passed an order forbidding shoes in his presence. 


III. —LroIsLArIvE. 


49. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 23rd May says that the draft rules 
bpoublished under the Pilgrim Ships Act have the 

The draft rules under the Pil. Writer's approval. The suggestions made by him 
ee about the space to be allotted to each passenger, 
and the employment of a lady-doctor, have been very rightiy adopted. But 
it will be necessary that the medical officer, upon whom will depend everything 
connected with the pilgrimage of Muhammadans, should be a conscientious 
man, as, otherwise, bribery and corruption will certainly make their appear- 
ance. ‘The provision that only the — — officer and the master of the vessel 
should mutually report upon each other’s conduct at sea will not be a sufficient 
1 that every comfort and convenience of the pilgrims will be carefully 
ooked after. Reports may also be asked for from educated pilgrims occu- 
pying some social position. The provision relating to the supply of food to 
passengers is good. But care should be taken that the fare provided for in the 
rules is actually served out. And it should be carefully watched that people 
who pretend to have taken their food with them, do not live upon unwholesome 
or insufficient diet, Children under three years of age should be exempted 
from charge on account of fare, and children from three to twelve years should 
be made to pay only half the rate charged upon an adult. The provision 


Hrraisgr, 
May 26th, 1896 


MIHIR-0-GUDHAKAR, 
May 23rd, 1896, 


regarding hospital arrangement is also good. But the drinking-water in the 


ship should be rejected not only upon tne medical officer’s unfavourable report, 
but also if the majority of the passengers complain about it. 
50. The Darca Prakash of the 24th * has the following in continua- 
The Estates Partition Bill. tion of what it said on the Estates Partition Bill 
in previous issues (see Report on Native Papers for 
16th May, paragraph 46, and for 23rd May, paragraph 50). 
The Bengal Tenancy Act has made the common undivided estates in this 


country a great source of evil. The proprietors of such estates cannot realise 


fair rent from their raiyats, who never pay rent of their own accord. The result 
is that a proprietor of an undivided estate has often to spend twenty-five rupees 
in order to realise a rent of one rupee. He cannot realise rent without going to 
law. He has not only to pay court-fee, but has also to pay pleaders and 
muharrirs, peons and witnesses. The legitimate costs of the suit mav not 
exceed five rupees or six, but the subsidiary expenses in the shape of what has to 
be paid to the amla and peons far exceed the legitimate expenditure. If the 
suit is decreed in favour of the plaintiff, he gets no more than the rent and 
the legitimate costs of the suit; he gets no more than five or six rupees while he has 
to spend twenty-five rupees or thereabout. To realise rents by going to law is 
not, therefore, profitable, and i: is very rarely that proprietors of undivided 
estates sue their raiya/s for arrears of rent. bret if a proprietor of such an 


Dacca Prakasn, 
May 24th, 1896. 
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estate runs the risk of incurring a loss by going to law, and if the suit is decreed 
in his favour, he finds it very difficalt to execute the decree. If the whole and 
entire interest in an estate is not sold, that is to say, if the sale is not complete 
under thé Tenancy Act, the sale becomes virtually à sale under the execution 
of a decree under the Code of Civil P ure. The laintiff can sell 
only a portion of the occupancy right of the raigat, hich it is not 
always safe or convenient to buy or take possession of. Under these 
circumstances, it becomes practically impossible for a proprietor of an 
undivided estate to realise his rent and costs of suit even if it is decreed in his 
favour. | . : 
In most cases, therefore, proprietors of undivided estates cannot realize 
rent under Act VIII of 1885. They cannot also take advantage of the pro 
visions of that Act rding enhancement of rent. They can never agr 
among themselves, and they thus allow their ratyats to take advantage of their 
weakness. The prices of crops have risen fourfold within the last thirty years, 
the expenses of the landlords have increased in proportion, but they have 
not been able to enhance rents. The consequence is that the e a ge of 
undivided estates are selling away their property. The small landlords are 
adually disappearing from the country. The Commissioner of the Dacca 
division confirms what we say. He says in his Annual Administration Report 
that while for every acre of land the landlord gets no more than 24 rupees, the 
rofit of the raiyat from the same quantity of land amounts to fifty rupees. 
his rate of rent is the average of the rates prevailing in divided and undivided 
estates. The proprietor of divided estates, it can be easily shown, gets eight 
times the rent received by the proprietor of an undivided estate. It is a 
pity that there should be so great a difference between divided and undivided 


While thus the income of a proprietor of an undivided estate has not 
increased, his expenditure has incr not only on account of the rise in the 
prices of food-grains, but also on account of the road and other cessés and of 
the cost of English education which he has to give to his sons, and without 
which it is impossible now-a-days to manage zamindari affairs. The Govern- 
ment has, however, far from giving the proprietors of undivided estates facilities 
for increasing their income, brought about its curtailment. Section 188 of 
Act VIII of 1885 practically prevents a proprietor of an undivided estate from 
enhancing the rent. We have already shown that he cannot. even realize the 
existing rents, and what would it matter to him even if he were given the 
facility to enhance them ? 


The only remedy against this evil is to facilitate the partition of estates. 
The section in the Bill which provides that partition shall be refused if the 
separate estate of any of the proprietors would be liable for an annual amount 
of land revenue not exceeding Rs. 100 should be done away with. Section 88 
of the Bill should also be amended in the light of the suggestions made in our 
last issue (see Report on Native Papers for 23rd May 1896, paragraph 50). 
There should be a provision in the Bill, as we have already said, preventing 
the Deputy Collector from disallowing partition after making the proprietors 
pay the survey expenses. We also know very well that the tricks of the amins 
are often responsible for the rejection of partition proceedings. In the expecta- 
tion of getting a handsome price from interested parties, they make surveys in 
such a way that an excuse is always left open for the rejection of partition 
proceedings. The Bill should provide against such tricks. | 


We have said that small estates paying an annual revenue of less than one 


hundred rupees are generally partitioned. In the Dacca district 807 estates 
have been created by partition within the last three years. Of these only ten 
pay revenue exceeding one hundred rupees a year. Of the original 84 estates 


which have been partitioned into the above 807, only twelve paid revenue 


exceeding one hun rupees a year. The partition of these small estates 
ere employment to many public servants, and the Government realised a 


revenue by the sale of court-f ˖ 
but also a loss to the „ 8 It will not only be unfair, 


these estates the right of 


„ 
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IV.—Native Srarxs. 
51. The Dacca Gazette of the 18th May writes as follows:— | 


‘Under Lord Elgin the native: princes: have bac Gaserrs, - 
May 18th, 1896. 


The native princes under Lord been really alarmed, bewildered. and terror-stricken. 
poh bn, 3 FBvery Native State now. lives in constant dread of 
the Political Agent. To-day a native prince, unable to bear the vagaries of a 
‘‘ Political,” ends his earthly career with his wife, and goes to bis eternal rest. 
To-morrow another prince is banished from his State and confined in Benares 


in consequence of a series of unjust acts done by a Political Agent. Not even 


a woman escapes brow-beating by a Political Agent. See there how the Hindu 
widow, the unfortunate Rani of Sundar, is shaking: like an aspen leaf before 
the anger of the Political Agent for N one of her late husband's things 
from one room to another. All this has filled the minds of the native princes 
with unearthly horror, everyone thinking that he has no escape from the hands 
of the Political Agent during Lord Elgin's rule. One principal reason af this 
is that whatever Government is doing in — to the Native States is bein 
done er- parte, without the party on whose head a thunderbolt is to be burled, 
being allowed the opportunity of saying anything in ‘self-defence. Unfortu- 
nately the official to whom native princes might appeal in the case of an unjust 
order from the Viceroy, has turned his face away from them. To a question 
in regard to the Patna affair, the Secretary of State gave an unsatisfactory 
reply. The horrible tragedy was made light of. Rana Zalim Singh has been 
deposed for no fault whatever. Thousands of his subjects telegraphed to the 
Secretary of State, but that functionary remained unmoved. 


The native princes are convinced that Government takes as gospel truth 
whatever it hears from the Political Agents, and shapes its. policy accordingly. 
They should, therefore, see the absolute necessity of taking steps which will 

vent Government from being misled in future by the machinations of 
olitical Agents. It is gratifying to find that the enlightened Hindu ruler of 
Ramuad or Setubandha, in the Madras Presidency, has taken the initiative in 
this direction. By laborious research he has compiled a book on the subject of 
the relations between the native princes and the sovereign power, and he has 
also submitted a memorial to the Viceroy. The proposals which he has made 


for improving the position of the native princes have the writer’s hearty 
approval. | | | : 


52. ‘The Hitavadi of the 22nd May says that for political reasons the 
_ British Government extorted from every Native 
N stave States. m © Cie th pledge that no European should be allowed 


1 to live or acquire land in any such State without its 
permission. But whilst it safeguarded its own interests in this way, it took no 


steps to protect the interests of the native subjects of those States. The settle- 
ment of Europeans among those subjects cannot fail to be very injurious to 
them. But Government does not sufficiently consider this, and, overcome 


by interest and influence, in many cases permits Europeans to settle on those 
tates. 


Nearly ten years ago, when a European named Russel wanted to settle ip 
Cashmere, the Maharaja objected to his settling in his State, on the ground 
that as Europeans are not subject to the jurisdiction of his law courts, they can- 
not be permitted to settle there. But this objection was overruled by the 


Resident, and Europeans are now easily acquiring land in that terrestrial 
paradise. : 


The Nizam’s State is now threatened by the same evil. A clergyman of 
the Madras Church Mission Soci asked for a piece of land in that State for 
the establishment of a Christian settlement. The Hyderabad Government 
refused him permission to acquire land, on the ground that the sale of 
land to a European was unlawful. But Mr. Plowden, who had, as Resident 
of Cashmere, overruled the objection of the Cashmere Government to the 


settlement of Mr. Russel in that State, is now the Resident of Hyderabad. 


He has procured from the Government of India an order which will enab 
Europeans to easily acquire land in Hyderabad, a State where they pork ype 


AITAVADI, 
May 22nd, 1896, 


a ee ee — 


— — 
— — — re N 8 EA en 


313 
2 
* 
2 
on 
1 
7. 
7 
rf 4 
J 
A 
a 
3 
* 
. 
ee. 
ee 
. 
gg 
. 
Shey 
en bl 
pete 
5 ws 
aids 
ae 
ae 5 
, 
r 
. 
* 
* 
22 4 
by : 7 
A 
— 4 1 
> co? ‘ 
oe 
N 
io 
v8 
5 
42 
9 
7 
easy 
1 24 
9 5 
oO; <a 
Pre 7 
9 5 
rey 1 
7 „ 
* 
5 
‘ „ 
8 
. 1 
8 
1 7 
„ 
. 
~ ‘ * 
. 
‘ N 
1 
2 
eo 
85 
ei 1 
* < 7. 
fae 
1 
a | 
au 
1 
ho 
. N 
1 7 
5 
5 
9 
* 8 0 
0 ‘ 7 
2 * . = 
‘ . 
A 8 
* 
; 1 5 
wes Wit 
* 1 . 
1 ; 
5 4 8. 
158 
11 
: - 
> ret „ oF 5 
. 8 
3 
3 
e 
„ 2 ee > BS 
5 1 
* * * * 
i r 
* . > 
Tre . N 
mete: aed 
* 4 ** a 
x ¥ 
5 8 ‘ 
4 RS 
. 
22 
ee. Soe 
1 
2 „ 
— 
1 
1 
Mey 
2 
A leas 
. 
123 
Del 
0 . * 
fe ORF 
. 
4 
— . 
2 
18 
N 
7 
182 
‘ . = 
4 ; 
} 
4 
5 
N t 
‘ 


C A) 5 EE 


* — — - 
— — . ; * > a 1 a * 2 
; 8 * . ¢ < of +7 Jie Soe 
¥ . 8 — ay Poe 7 5 3 
* E EO EOS 32322 0 ee ee yeh 
ree ~ wes 5 “3 Stee pee Te nO a - 
OR Fhe pee eee ̃ͤ - e A PD He ae a a en Be 3 


HDI BanGavas!, 
May 25th, 1896. 
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SaHACHAR, 
May 20th, 1896. 


BanGcavasl, 
May 23rd, 1896. 
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acquire any land by purchase or even by gift. The following words occur in 


the order:— | eee 
Bx. The Government of India cannot allow any Native State in India to 

prevent a European British subject from enjoying in any part of the Empire 80 

common and necessary a right. } : 


“The Governor-General in Council expects and requires that his Highness 
ritish subjects in Hyderabad a fair 


“ 


the Nizam’s Government will extend to all B 
measure of liberty and encouragement.” 


The British Government demands for Englishmen liberty to acquire land 
is Native States. But it does not itself allow native princes to acquire lands 


within British territory. Englishmen are willing to have equal rights with the 
Boers in the enact § but they will not allow Bengalis hie ox ‘rights with 
themselves in Natal. The liberty and encouragement” which the British 
Government requires the Native States to extend to all British subjects in 
Hyderabad are, curiously enough, not always extended by itself. 

The Viceroy should see that this settlement of Europeans in Native States 
does not prove injurious to those States. If Europeans are to be admitted to 
an equal right with natives in respect of the acquisition of land, they should 
also be made amenable to tho same civil and criminal jurisdiction with them. 
If that is done, no one will object to the acquisition of land by Europeans in 
Native States. The English Government’s reputation for justice will suffer if 
it secures for Europeans — rights with natives in the Native States without, 
at the same time, making them amenable to the same control. | 

53. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 25th May says that the European political 

_ Officers who are stationed in Native States to look 
Nasdte gere of Europeans in after their welfare mostly conduct themselves in a 
highhanded manner towards their rulers. Mr. 


Plowden stands foremost among those highhanded officers. During his tenure 


of office in Cashmere, he compelled its ruler to permit Europeans to settle in 
that State in the face of strong opposition from all sides. And now that he is 
in Hyderabad, he has commenced to do that State the same mischievous turn. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THA CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


54. The Rangpur Dikprakash of the 21st May says that the late heavy 
i a ek a. rainfall in the Rangpur district has damaged the aus 
Rangpur district. Ps paddy and left little prospect for jute. If, after 
this, the rains hold over during the next Bengali 

month, there can be no cultivation at all of the aman paddy. Many people, 


therefore, apprehend a famine, indications of which are already seen in the high 
price of rice. | 


VI.—MIsceLLANEovs. | 
55. The Sahachar of the 20th May is glad that Babu Dina Nath Sen, 
. Inspector of Schools, Eastern Circle, has been made 


Rai Saheb. Dina Nath Babu is really a worth 
educational officer and has a wide knowledge of the arts of the country. Aa 
N e and Vice-Chairmen of Local Self- Government bodies, 
Rai Shib Chandra Banerji, Chairman of the Bhagalpur Municipality, has alone 
got the title of Raja. The writer would have been glad to see the names of 


a few more Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Municipalities and District Boards 


in this part of the list. There are many distinguished men among this class. 


who deserve honour at Government’s hands. As a rule, Chairmen and Vice- 


Chairmen of local bodies are really able men, who devote their time and ener 
in a most disinterested manner to the cause of their country. Everybody 


would, therefore, be glad to see them honoured. It is hoped that Sir Alexander. 
Mackenzie will remember the worthiest among these worthy men on the next 
occasion of sending up names for honours, oe 
56. Mr. Skrine, Commissioner of Chittagong, observes the Bangavasi of 
yaar. Shrine's Birthday ccle- the 23rd May, is somewhat fond of nautches and 
3 3 theatricals, and he proposed to celebrate the 
press’ Birthday on a grand scale with such entertainments. This offended 
the prigs and the puritaus, who raised 
said that these men ought to be whipped for a set of prigs. The minds of these 


: 


a hue and cry. Mr. Skrine has well 


1 
« * 5 — 


so-called puritans being saturated with impure thoughts and ideas, they cannot 


help boasting of their assumed purity. These men deserve pity rather than 
nsure. 
1 57. The Sanjivani of the 23rd May has the following 
The Ledy Dude in mevenew. made by the Englishman newspa | 
do not ayy appreciate the nefit conferred. on 
them by the Lady Dufferin Fund, and that they have not sufficiently encouraged 
the movement :— 


on the statement 


We doubt whether the Lady Dufferin Fund was started purely with the 


object of doing good to Indian women. Had it been so, the European mem- 
bats of the Dufferin Fund Committee would have made proper and suitable 
arrangements for the treatment of zanana ladies. They would have appointed 
native instead of European lady-doctors in the hospitals. ble Indian 
women do not come to hospitals for treatment, and the Committee ought to 
have made arrangements for the treatment of such women at their homes b 
lady-doctors. The working of the fund leads one to think that its object is 
not so much to provide Indian women with free medical treatment, as to pro- 
vide European ladies with comfortable posts in hospitals. | 

As for want of native encouragement of the movement, the report of the 
Fund shows that the natives have contributed to the fund four times as much 
as the Europeans. The Indian Chiefs have liberally encouraged the move- 
ment, and the native public have not remained quite indifferent. The charge 
of ingratitude preferred against the natives is wholly unfounded. The Lady 
Dufferin Fund movement would have deserved, and would certainly have 
received, greater encouragement from the native public, if it had done sub- 
stantial good to Indian women. 

58. The Dacca 8 of the 24th om 3 4 to 8 Babu 8 

a nspector of Schools, honoured with the title o 
ee Rai Sahib. The title smacks somewhat of the 

spirit of olden times, and as such suits Babu Dinanath exceedingly well, for of 
late years he has taken to old articles of costume and has become an admirer 
of old manners and costumes, The writer is sorry to miss the names of 
Raja Rajendranarayan of Bhawal and his able manager, Babu Kaliprasanna 
Ghosh, in the honours’ list. There is none in this country more public-spirited 
than the Raja. The Dacca Saraswat Samaj is maintained by his liberality. 


His charities too are extensive. Babu Kaliprasanna Ghosh is his counsellor in 
his charitable acts. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
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that the natives 
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